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Abstract: The Advanced Oxidation Processes (AOPs) have been widely studied as they can 

degrade many types of organic contaminants, due to the action of the hydroxyl radicals which are 

generated in this kind of processes. Previous studies performed in the BIOSUV group demonstrate 

the AOPs are an efficient alternative for the remediation of different effluents. 

In the current context, this thesis is going to be focused in the use of the AOPs in the treatment of 

effluents with high organic load (such as the winery solutions), or with emerging contaminants (such 

as pesticides, drugs or ionic liquids). Contaminated soils would be also treated. 

It is proposed the study of different AOPs: i) The Fenton process, in which the hydroxyl radicals are 

obtained due to the reaction between iron and hydrogen peroxide, ii) the electro-Fenton process 

where an electric field is applied in order to generate the hydrogen peroxide and to favor the 

degradation mechanism, iii) the photo-Fenton process, carried out with an external ultraviolet 

radiation, iv) the photo-electro-Fenton process which combines the aforementioned processes. The 

effect of the working parameters in the AOPs would be studied, in order to increase the production 

of hydroxyl radicals and, undeniably, the degradation of the contaminants. Therefore, different 

reactor´s configurations would be used to maximize the processes´ efficiency (choosing between 

different reactor´s size, kind of electrodes, radiation...). These studies would allow the optimization 
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of the working conditions (such as the concentration of catalyst, voltage…), improving all the 

processes. 

Furthermore, another line of investigation would be based on the development of new 

heterogeneous iron catalyst, which would be useful for working in batch and continuous mode, 

avoiding the detected problems of working with homogeneous catalyst. 

On the other hand, the viability of the ElectroKinetic-Fenton treatments for the remediation of soils 

will be evaluated. In this kind of experiments it is important to know how the different species move 

in the soil as well as how the contaminant is degraded during its treatment in the soil. 

For quantifying the degradation of the different contaminants, the implementation of the analytic 

techniques would be done (such as spectrophotometry, liquid and gas chromatography, TOC, COD 

and hydroxyl radicals measurements…) as well as the usage of toxicity measurements (Microtox 

assays, phytotoxicity …). Moreover, the viability of the processes would be studied.  
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